
Our Forest School Story… 

Last year, we began trying to make our wild garden slightly less wild so that we could use 

it to do forest schools learning. Miss Spaul has been helping us to tame its wilderness! 

Here’s our story in photos! 

Last year… 

 

 

 

We worked during lockdown and 

summer term to pull out ivy and 

nettles and reclaim the pond. 

Miss Spaul 

made it safe by 

pulling out most 

of the 

brambles and 

nettles first… 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

We worked during lockdown and summer term to 

pull out We made the pond smaller so that we 

could walk past it safely and upcycled the 

sleepers from our old playground planters. They 

became the pond edge. We worked really hard 

and even had a hammock out there – we ate 

lunch outside and started making plans to build a 

deck. Then it was the summer hols and then it 

was rainy and then lockdown happened again! 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It was a lot of hard work – 

Mrs Meldrum kindly helped us 

by donating lots of rubble from 

their skip and bringing it round 

in her wheelbarrow (thanks Mrs 

M!) We filled the old pond with 

rubble and then covered it over 

with soil – you would never 

know it was even there!  

And then this year… it was very, very overgrown and there 

were lots of trees that had blown down!  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Until finally we could 

begin to use it to 

learn about forest 

schools! 

Growing herbs and 

vegetables 

Learning to use tools for 

the right jobs! 

Building dens using rope and tarp 

Learning to tie knots 

Moving materials safely 

Miss Spaul and Mrs Kelf helped to make the space more 

useable for our Forest Schools – Miss S is doing her Level 3 

Leader course! We moved the pond and made a big clear 

area so we can have a fire circle and make dens. We are 

making a smaller pond in the corner, which will be safer for 

our younger children. 



  

Whittling skewers with a sheath knife 

Laying a fire in different ways 

Campfire bread kebabs on our skewers 

We learned about campfire rules and safety! 

Damper bread, Marshmallows 

and digestive s’mores, baked 

bananas and hot chocolate – 

yum! 



This is what we learned…





 

 

 

 



 

 

Confidence 

Teamwork 

OWL CLASS 

Belonging 

communication 



 

 

 

 

Freezing cold digger day! 

Tool talk - loppers 



 

 

 

 

A little rain and wow lots of 

herbs lettuce and wild flowers 

Adults have fun too! 


